Research, Education, and Clinical Care Center and Consortium to focus on basic biomedical research, rehabilitation research, health services, and clinical trials. Additionally, the Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation continues to fund research into neuroprotection, growth inhibition, promotion of axonal regeneration, and other areas of research that will help in the understanding of spinal cord injury and drive the various approaches toward a cure.
The diaphragm pacing system, which the Food and Drug Administration has approved for testing, offers significant quality-of-life improvements for spinal cord injured patients, including more normal breathing and speaking and improved sense of smell. It also strengthens and maintains the muscle mass of the diaphragms and may lead to the recovery of autonomic breathing.
After my injury eight years ago, I vowed that I would walk again. The road to recovery has been slow, but I see improvements each and every day. Being able to breathe on my own is an important step toward reaching my goal, and I am gratified by other patients' reaction to the procedure. Encouraged by the success of my surgery and training, 96 patients have enrolled on the waiting list. One individual, a tetraplegic with an injury similar to mine, received the diaphragm pacing system three years ago and has been breathing without the need for mechanical ventilation for more than two years.
Our nation stands on the brink of amazing scientific breakthroughs in treating disorders of the brain and central nervous system. Just as today's diaphragm pacing system is the result of years of earlier research, imagine the treatments and therapies that will be developed by research being conducted now. Federal funding for research has never been more important. We at the Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation will continue to do everything we can to ensure that our government increases and maintains its commitment to improving the lives of millions of our fellow citizens.
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